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A local group of families have 
learned that the Municipality 
of East Ferris owns a piece of 
land on Astor Road that is 
currently not designated for 
any specific use. 
Our goal is to have this land 
developed into a park with a 
playground for families to 
enjoy.

Goal



Overview of East Ferris 
According to the 2016 Census, nearly half of family 

households in East Ferris have children (Table 1). 
Additionally, the age distribution shows that 15.5% of the 

population is under the age of 15 (Table 2). Of these 
children, 60% are under the age of 10 (Table 3), making a 
playground an ideal recreational option for a significant 

portion of our community. 



School Playground Limitations 

Paul Manning, NNDSB Facilities/Capital 
Planning Administrator, has indicated 
that “Technically, you are not approved 
to be on the school site using the 
equipment as it becomes a liability 
issue for the Board”. (Appendix A)

This leaves only one accessible 
playground for families to utilize in the 
East Ferris Community (Bill Vrebosch 
Park). Bill Vrebosch Park, 390 Highway 94



Municipal Property on 
Astor Street S

The Municipal property on Astor Street South consists of two 
parcels of land totaling 1.15 acres

•Parcel 1 = .08 acres

•Parcel 2 = .34 acres



Benefits Fostered by 
Playground Spaces?

• Playgrounds provide a designated space where kids from 
different backgrounds can come together and interact, 
fostering a sense of community.

• Many modern playgrounds are designed to be inclusive, 
featuring equipment that can be used by children with 
various physical or developmental challenges, promoting 
inclusivity and understanding among all children.

• Playgrounds promote physical activity, which is crucial for 
combating childhood obesity, improving cardiovascular 
health, and developing gross motor skills.

• Playgrounds provide an open-ended environment where 
children can use their imagination to create games, explore 
new ideas, and engage in pretend play.



East Ferris 2023-2026 Strategic Plan



Community Engagement 
Survey

82 East Ferris families and community members took 
part in our community feedback survey between 
October 24th – November 30, 2024

The surveys were distributed as follows:

▪ Various Facebook groups. 

▪ 130 stickers were placed on Halloween treat bags 
and distributed to 2 separate neighborhoods.

▪ Flyers were distributed to various agencies and local 
businesses (Early ON, East Ferris Library, East Ferris 
Infant Food & School Snack Cupboard, Ferris Glen 
School, Astorville Freshmart, East Ferris Arena.



Survey Findings 

Which community in East 
Ferris do you reside in?



Survey Findings 

Do you have children living 
in your household?



Survey Findings 

Average age of children
in our community based on 
those who completed the 
survey.



Survey Findings 

The importance of 
having a playground in 
our community.



Survey Findings 

Do you feel that East Ferris
has enough recreational 
spaces?



Survey Findings 

What benefits do you think 
a playground would bring 
to the community? 



Conclusion
In conclusion, the importance of having 
recreational spaces for children cannot be 
overstated. These spaces play a crucial role in 
fostering physical, mental, and social 
development. They offer children the freedom 
to explore, build relationships, and develop 
critical life skills in a safe, supportive 
environment. Moreover, recreational spaces 
help to reduce stress, encourage creativity, 
and contribute to overall well-being. By 
investing in these spaces, we are not only 
enhancing the quality of life for our children 
but also laying the foundation for healthier, 
happier communities. Let's continue to 
prioritize and create environments where 
children can grow, play, and thrive. 



Micah Plourde, Ursula Tkacz, Erin 
Plourde

705.498.1968

erinvilleneuve@hotmail.com

Thank you
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