FONOM

Federation of Northern Ontario Municipalities

January 2, 2025

The Honourable Michael Parsa

Minister of Children, Community and Social Services
7th Floor, 438 University Ave.

Toronto, ON M5G 2K8

SENT BY EMAIL: MinisterMCCSS@ontario.ca

Dear Minister Parsa

The Federation of Northern Ontario Municipalities’ mission is to improve the
economic and social quality of life for all northerners and to ensure the future
of our youth. The Board would like the Province to consider providing emergency
stabilization funding to address the current shortfall in child welfare providing by
the Children's Aid Societies.

As well we would ask that the Ministry of Children, Community and Social Services
undertake a Province wide service review, including the funding model. Also, during
the review we would ask that the points listed in the resolution be reviewed and
discussed.

Minister, | and the FONOM Executive would be pleased to discuss this further with
your staff.

FONOM is an association of some 110 districts/municipalities/cities/towns in
Northeastern Ontario mandated to work for the betterment of municipal
government in Northern Ontario and strive for improved legislation respecting local
governmentin the North. It is a membership-based association that draws its
members from Northeastern Ontario and is governed by an 11-member board.

FINANCIAL SUSTAINABILITY IN CHILD WELFARE

WHEREAS Children's Aid Societies across Ontario are experiencing significant
financial pressures, with the majority of agencies running deficits in the millions;

WHEREAS the Financial Accountability Office has indicated funding for child
protection has fallen behind inflation, with the sector missing $70 million compared
to previous funding levels;

WHEREAS the current funding model implemented in 2013 has limitations that
affect the safety and well-being of children, particularly in northern and remote
communities;

615 Hardy Street North Bay, ON P1B 8S2 Tel: (705) 478-7672
Email: fonom.info@gmail.com  Website: www.fonom.org


mailto:fonom.info@gmail.com
http://www.fonom.org/
mailto:MinisterMCCSS@ontario.ca

FONOM

Federation of Northern Ontario Municipalities

WHEREAS the Ministry of Children, Community and Social Services' spending on
Child Protection Services is projected to grow at only 0.7% annually from 2023-24 to
2028-29, well below inflation;

WHEREAS the child welfare redesign strategy requires enhanced community-based
prevention services and improved quality of care, which cannot be achieved without
adequate funding.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Federation of Northern Ontario
Municipalities (FONOM), calls on the Government of Ontario to immediately
address the funding shortfall in child welfare by providing emergency stabilization
funding to Children's Aid Societies;

Requests that the Ministry of Children, Community and Social Services undertake a
Province wide service review, including the funding model. During the review,
FONOM asks that the following be included in the review.

o Adequately addresses the unique challenges of northern and remote communities;
e Account created for higher operational costs in geographically dispersed regions;
e Provide sustainable funding for prevention services;
e Urges the Province to implement multi-year funding commitments that allow for
proper planning and service delivery;
e Advocates for the development of a specific Northern Strategy for child welfare that
recognizes the unique needs and challenges of Northern communities.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this resolution be forwarded to: The Honourable
Michael Parsa, Minister of Children, Community and Social Services, the Ontario
Association of Children's Aid Societies, Association of Native Child and Family
Services Agencies of Ontario, All municipalities within FONOM's jurisdiction, the
Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO), Rural Ontario Municipal Association
(ROMA), and the leaders of the Opposition Parties.

Regards.

COm A

President Danny Whalen
705-622-2479
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